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através do acesso a ac¢des de desenvolvimento continuo de aptidoes e
competéncias.

Essas accoes devem ser objecto de uma avaliacao regular quanto a sua
acessibilidade, aceitacao e eficacia na melhoria das competéncias,
aptiddes e empregabilidade.

Acesso a orientac¢ao profissional

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem garantir a
disponibilizacao de orientagao profissional e de assisténcia na procura de
emprego, nas instituicdes em causa ou em através da colaboracao com
outras estruturas, aos investigadores em todas as fases das sua carreira,
independentemente da sua situacao contratual.

Direitos de propriedade intelectual

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem garantir que os
investigadores em todas as fases da sua carreira usufruam dos beneficios
da exploracao (se aplicavel) dos seus resultados de 1&D através de
proteccao juridica e, em especial, de uma proteccdao adequada dos
direitos de propriedade intelectual, incluindo dos direitos de autor.

As politicas e praticas devem especificar os direitos dos investigadores
e/ou, quando aplicavel, das suas entidades empregadoras ou de outras
partes, incluindo organizacdes comerciais ou industriais externas,
conforme eventualmente previsto no ambito de acordos de colaboracao
especificos ou de outros tipos de acordos.

Co-autoria

A co-autoria deveria ser considerada de uma forma positiva pelas
instituicdes quando da avaliagdo do pessoal, como prova de uma
abordagem construtiva na realizacao de trabalhos de investigacao. As
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entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem, por conseguinte,
desenvolver estratégias, praticas e procedimentos que proporcionem aos
investigadores, incluindo os que iniciam a sua carreira de investigacao, as
condi¢des-quadro necessarias para que tenham direito a ser reconhecidos
e referidos e/ou citados, no contexto das suas contribuicdes efectivas, como
co-autores de comunicacoes, patentes, etc., ou a publicar os resultados dos
seus proprios trabalhos de investigacdo independentemente do(s) seu(s)
supervisor(es).

Supervisao

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem garantir que seja
claramente indicada uma pessoa de referéncia a quem os investigadores
em inicio de carreira possam recorrer para o desempenho dos seus
deveres profissionais, e que os investigadores sejam devidamente
informados do facto.

Essas modalidades deveriam definir claramente que os supervisores
propostos estejam suficientemente especializados na supervisao de
trabalhos de investiga¢do, tenham tempo, conhecimentos, experiéncia,
especializagao e empenhamento, de modo a poderem disponibilizar um
apoio adequado ao formando em investigacao e providenciar os
procedimentos de progressao e revisao necessarios, hem como os
necessarios mecanismos de retorno.

Ensino

0 ensino constitui um meio essencial para a estrutura¢ao e divulgagao de
conhecimentos e devera, por conseguinte, ser considerado uma opc¢ao
valiosa no contexto das vias profissionais dos investigadores. No entanto,
as responsabilidades a nivel de ensino ndao deverao ser excessivas e nao
deverdo impedir os investigadores, especialmente no inicio da sua
carreira, de desenvolver as suas actividades de investigacgao.



As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem garantir que as
funcdes de ensino sejam remuneradas de forma adequada e tomadas em
consideracdo nos sistemas de avaliacdo/afericao e que o tempo dedicado
pelo pessoal sénior a formacao de investigadores em inicio de carreira
seja contado como uma parte integrante das suas fun¢des de ensino.
Deve ser dada formagao adequada para as actividades de ensino e
orientacdo como parte integrante do desenvolvimento profissional dos
investigadores.

Sistemas de avaliag¢ao/afericao

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem criar para todos os
investigadores, incluindo os investigadores seniores, sistemas de
avaliacao/afericdao para fins de apreciacdo do seu desempenho
profissional, com caracter regular e de uma forma transparente, por um
comité independente (e de preferéncia internacional no caso dos
investigadores seniores).

Os referidos procedimentos de avaliacao e afericao devem tomar em
devida consideragdao a criatividade global da investigacdao e dos
respectivos resultados, por exemplo, publicacdes, patentes, gestao da
investigacdo, ensino/leitorado, supervisao, orientacao, colaboracao
nacional ou internacional, fun¢des administrativas, actividades de
sensibilizacdao do publico e mobilidade, que deverdo ser tidas em conta
no contexto da progressao na carreira.

Reclamagdes/recursos

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras dos investigadores devem
estabelecer procedimentos adequados, em conformidade com as regras
e regulamenta¢do nacionais, possivelmente sob a forma de uma pessoa
imparcial (do tipo mediador), para tratar de reclamagdes/recursos
apresentados pelos investigadores, incluindo os relativos a conflitos entre
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supervisor(es) e investigadores em inicio de carreira. Esses procedimentos
devem proporcionar a todo o pessoal de investigacdao assisténcia
confidencial e informal na resolucao de conflitos, litigios e queixas
relacionadas com o trabalho, a fim de promover um tratamento justo e
equitativo no ambito da instituicdo e de melhorar a qualidade geral do
ambiente de trabalho.

Participacdao em drgaos de decisao

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras dos investigadores devem
reconhecer como plenamente legitimo, e mesmo desejavel, que os
investigadores estejam representados nos 6rgaos de decisao, consulta e
informacao relevantes das instituicoes em que trabalham, de modo a
protegerem e promoverem 0s seus interesses individuais e colectivos
como profissionais e a contribuirem activamente para o funcionamento da
instituicao .

Recrutamento

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem garantir que as
normas de entrada e admissao dos investigadores, especialmente em
inicio de carreira, estejam claramente especificadas e devem também
facilitar o acesso a grupos desfavorecidos ou a investigadores, incluindo
professores (de qualquer nivel), que retomem a carreira de investigacao.

Ao nomear ou recrutar investigadores, as entidades empregadoras e/ou
financiadoras devem aderir aos principios estabelecidos no Cédigo de
Conduta para o Recrutamento de Investigadores.

B Neste contexto ver também a Directiva 2002/14/CE.



Seccao 2
Cddigo de conduta para o recrutamento de investigadores

0 Codigo de Conduta para o Recrutamento de Investigadores é composto
por um conjunto de principios e requisitos gerais que devem ser seguidos
pelas entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras quando da nomeagao
ou recrutamento de investigadores. Estes principios e requisitos devem
garantir o respeito de valores como a transparéncia do processo de
recrutamento e o tratamento equitativo de todos os candidatos, em
especial no que diz respeito ao desenvolvimento de um mercado europeu
de trabalho atraente, aberto e sustentavel para os investigadores, sendo
complementares dos consagrados na Carta Europeia do Investigador. As
instituicdes e entidades empregadoras que aderirem ao Cddigo de
Conduta exprimirao abertamente o seu empenhamento em actuarem de
uma forma responsavel e respeitavel e em proporcionarem condigoes-
quadro justas para os investigadores, com uma intencado clara de
contribuir para o avanc¢o do Espaco Europeu da Investigagao.

Principios e requisitos gerais do Codigo de Conduta

Recrutamento

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem estabelecer
procedimentos de recrutamento que sejam abertos *, eficientes,
transparentes, favoraveis e comparaveis a nivel internacional, bem como
adaptados ao tipo de vagas divulgadas.

¥ Devem ser utilizados todos os instrumentos disponiveis, em especial os recursos da rede

web acessiveis internacional ou globalmente, como o Portal de Mobilidade do Investigador
pan-europeu (Researcher’s Mobility Portal): http://europa.eu.int/eracareers.
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Os anlncios devem conter uma descricao sucinta dos conhecimentos e
competéncias exigidos, que nao deverao ser de tal modo especializados
que desencorajem candidatos adequados. As entidades empregadoras
devem incluir uma descricdao das condicdes de trabalho e dos direitos,
incluindo as perspectivas de progressdao na carreira. Além disso,
o intervalo entre o andncio da vaga ou o convite a apresentagdo de
candidaturas e o prazo para resposta devera ser realista.

Seleccao

Os comités de selec¢do devem reunir especializa¢des e competéncias
diversas e apresentar um equilibrio adequado entre géneros e, quando
apropriado e viavel, incluir membros de diferentes sectores (plblico e
privado) e disciplinas, incluindo de outros paises e com experiéncia
relevante para a avaliacao do candidato. Sempre que possivel, devera ser
utilizada uma vasta gama de praticas de selec¢dao, como avaliacdao por
peritos externos e entrevistas pessoais. Os membros dos painéis de
selec¢ao devem receber formagao adequada.

Transparéncia

Os candidatos devem serinformados, antes da selec¢ao, sobre o processo
de recrutamento e os critérios de selec¢ao, o nimero de vagas disponiveis
e as perspectivas de progressdao na carreira. Devem também ser
informados, apds o processo de seleccao, sobre os pontos fortes e fracos
das suas candidaturas.



Apreciacao do mérito

O processo de selec¢ao devera ter em conta toda a gama de experiéncias *
dos candidatos. Embora com especial incidéncia no seu potencial global
como investigadores, é também de tomar em consideragdo a sua
criatividade e nivel de independéncia.

Tal implica que o mérito seja apreciado de forma qualitativa, bem como
quantitativa, com especial incidéncia em resultados importantes numa
carreira diversificada e ndao apenas no nimero de publicacdes. Em
consequéncia, a importancia dos indices bibliométricos deve ser
adequadamente ponderada num contexto mais vasto de critérios de
avaliagcao, como as actividades de ensino, supervisao, trabalho em
equipa, transferéncia de conhecimentos, gestdo da investigacdo e
inovacao e sensibilizacao do pdblico. Quanto aos candidatos do meio
industrial, deve ser dada especial aten¢ao a quaisquer contribuicdes para
patentes, desenvolvimento ou invenc¢des.

Variag¢oes na ordem cronolégica dos CV

Nao devem ser penalizadas interrupcoes de carreira ou variagdes na
ordem cronolégica dos CV, devendo antes ser consideradas como a
evolucao de uma carreira e, consequentemente, como uma contribuicao
potencialmente valiosa para o desenvolvimento profissional dos
investigadores no sentido de um percurso profissional multidimensional.
Deve, por conseguinte, ser permitido aos candidatos apresentar CV com
base em provas, reflectindo um conjunto representativo de realiza¢des e
qualificagcdes adequadas ao lugar a que a candidatura se reporta.

> Vertambém a Carta Europeia do Investigador: Sistemas de avaliacdo/afericdo na sec¢cdo 1do

presente documento.
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Reconhecimento da experiéncia de mobilidade

Qualquer experiéncia de mobilidade - por exemplo, uma estadia noutro
pais/regido ou noutro contexto de investigacgao (pblico ou privado) ou
uma mudanca de uma disciplina ou sector para outro, quer integrada
numa formacao pela investigacao inicial, quer numa fase posterior da
carreira de investigacao, ou uma experiéncia de mobilidade virtual - deve
ser considerada um contributo valioso para o desenvolvimento
profissional de um investigador.

Reconhecimento de qualificacdes

As entidades empregadoras e/ou financiadoras devem providenciar uma
avaliacao e afericdo adequadas das qualificacdes académicas e
profissionais, incluindo qualificacdes ndo formais, de todos os
investigadores, especialmente no contexto da mobilidade internacional e
profissional. Estas entidades devem informar-se devidamente e
compreender plenamente as regras, procedimentos e normas que regem
o reconhecimento dessas qualificacdes e, consequentemente, explorar
as convencdes, regras especificas e legislacdao nacional existentes em
matéria de reconhecimento dessas qualificacdes através de todos os
canais disponiveis *.

Antiguidade

O nivel de qualificagdes exigidas deve ser consentaneo com as
necessidades do lugar a preencher e nao ser fixado de modo a constituir
uma barreira a entrada. O reconhecimento e a avaliacao das qualifica¢des

Consultar http://www.enic-naric.net/ para mais informagdes quanto a Rede de Centros
Nacionais de Informagao sobre o Reconhecimento Académico (National Academic Recognition
Information Centres - NARIC) e a Rede Europeia de Centros de Informacgao (European Network
of Information Centres — ENIC).



devem incidir na apreciag¢ao das realiza¢oes do candidato, mais do que
nas suas circunstancias ou na reputacao da instituicao em que as
qualificacdes foram obtidas. Dado que as qualificacdes profissionais
poderdo ter sido obtidas na fase inicial de uma longa carreira, deve
também ser reconhecido o padrdao do desenvolvimento profissional ao
longo da vida.

Nomeacoes pés-doutoramento

As instituicdes responsaveis pela nomeacdao de investigadores
doutorados devem estabelecer regras claras e orienta¢des explicitas para
o recrutamento e nomeacao desses investigadores, incluindo a duracao
maxima e os objectivos dessas nomeacoes. Essas orientacdes devem
tomar em consideracao periodos anteriores de nomeacdes pos-
doutoramento noutras instituicdes e o facto de que o estatuto de pos-
doutoramento devera ser transitéorio, com o objectivo priméario de
proporcionar oportunidades adicionais de desenvolvimento profissional
para a carreira de um investigador no contexto das perspectivas de
carreira a longo prazo.
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Seccao 3:
Definicoes

Investigadores

Para fins da presente recomendacdo, serd utilizada a definicdo de
investigador de Frascati 7, reconhecida internacionalmente. Em
consequéncia, os investigadores sao definidos como:

«Profissionais que trabalham na concep¢do ou criacdo de novos
conhecimentos, produtos, processos, métodos e sistemas e na gestdo dos
respectivos projectos».

Mais especificamente, a presente recomenda¢ao abrange todas as
pessoas profissionalmente envolvidas em actividades de 1&D em qualquer
fase da sua carreira *, independentemente da sua classifica¢ao. Tal inclui
todas as actividades relacionadas com a «investigagao fundamental,
«investigacao estratégica», «investigacdo aplicada», desenvolvimento
experimental e «transferéncia de conhecimentos», incluindo a inovagao
e funcdes de consultoria, supervisao e ensino, gestao de conhecimentos
e de direitos de propriedade intelectual, exploracao dos resultados da
investigacao ou jornalismo cientifico.

E feita uma distincdo entre investigadores em inicio de carreira e
investigadores experientes:

¥ In: Proposed Standard Practice for Surveys on Research and Experimental Development,
Frascati Manuel, OCDE, 2002.
COM (2003) 436 of 18.7.2003: Investigadores no Espaco Europeu da Investigacao: uma
profissdo, mdltiplas carreiras.



e Entende-se por investigadores em inicio de carreira * o0s
investigadores que se encontram nos primeiros quatro anos
(equivalente a tempo inteiro) da sua actividade de investigacao,
incluindo o periodo da formacao pela investigacao.

¢ Entende-se porinvestigadores experientes * os investigadores com,
pelo menos, quatro anos de experiéncia de investigacao
(equivalente a tempo inteiro), a contar da data de obtencdo de um
diploma universitario que lhes dé acesso a estudos de
doutoramento no pais em que foi obtido ou os investigadores
titulares de um diploma de doutoramento, independentemente do
tempo despendido para a sua obtencao.

Entidades empregadoras

No contexto da presente recomendacao, entende-se por «entidades
empregadoras» todas as instituicdes piblicas ou privadas que empregam
investigadores numa base contratual ou que os acolhem ao abrigo de
outros tipos de contratos ou convencdes, mesmo que ndo exista uma
relacdo financeira directa. Estas dltimas entidades referem-se
especialmente a instituicoes de ensino superior, departamentos
universitarios, laboratérios, fundacées ou organismos privados em que os
investigadores realizam a sua formacao pela investigacdao ou desenvolvem
as suas actividades de investigacdao com base no financiamento
concedido por um terceiro.

¥ Ver Programa de Trabalho sobre «Estruturacdo do Espaco Europeu da Investigacdo: Recursos
Humanos e Mobilidade, Ac¢des Marie Curie», edicdo de Setembro de 2004, pagina 41.

% Idem, pagina 42.
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Entidades financiadoras

Por «entidades financiadoras» entende-se todos os organismos *
que concedem financiamentos (incluindo bolsas, prémios e subvencoes)
a instituicoes plblicas e privadas de investigacdo, incluindo
estabelecimentos de ensino superior. Nesta qualidade, poderao estipular
como condicao para a concessao do financiamento que as instituicdes
financiadas implementem e apliquem estratégias, praticas e mecanismos
efectivos consentdneos com os principios e requisitos gerais definidos
na presente recomendacao.

Nomeacdo ou emprego

Por «<nomeagao ou emprego» entende-se qualquer tipo de contrato ou
bolsa, subvencao ou prémio financiado por um terceiro, incluindo o
financiamento no ambito do(s) programa(s)-quadro *.

21

A Comunidade envidara todos os esforcos para aplicar os compromissos estabelecidos na
presente recomendacdo aos beneficiarios de financiamento no @mbito dos programas-quadro
de ac¢des em matéria de investigagdo, desenvolvimento tecnoldgico e demonstragdo.
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Programa(s)-quadro de ac¢des em matéria de investigagdo, desenvolvimento tecnolégico e
demonstracao.
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Commission Recommendation
of 11 March 2005

on the European Charter for Researchers
and on a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment

of Researchers

The Commission of the European Communities

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, and in
particular Article 165 thereof

Whereas

(®

@)

©)

1

2

The Commission considered it necessary in January 2000 * to estab-
lish the European Research Area as the linchpin of the Community’s
future action in this field with a view to consolidating and giving struc-
ture to a European research policy.

The Lisbon European Council set the Community the objective of
becoming the most competitive and dynamic knowledge economy in
the world by 2010.

The Council has addressed issues related to the profession and the
career of researchers within the European Research Area in its Resolution
of 10 November 2003 * and welcomed in particular the Commission’s
intention to work towards the development of a European Researcher’s
Charter and a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers.

COM(2000) 6 final of 18.1.2000.

JO C 282, p. 1-2, of 25.11.2003. Council Resolution of 10 November 2003 (2003/C 282/01 on
the profession and the career of researchers within the European Research Area).
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(4)

(5)

©)

@)

®)

©)

3

4

The identified potential shortage of researchers 3, particularly in cer-
tain key disciplines, will pose a serious threat to EU’s innovative
strength, knowledge capacity and productivity growth in the near
future and may hamper the attainment of the Lisbon and Barcelona
objectives. Consequently, Europe must dramatically improve its
attractiveness to researchers and strengthen the participation of
women researchers by helping to create the necessary conditions for
more sustainable and appealing careers for them in R&D “.

Sufficient and well-developed human resources in R&D are the cor-
nerstone of advancement in scientific knowledge, technological
progress, enhancing the quality of life, ensuring the welfare of Euro-
pean citizens and contributing to Europe’s competitiveness.

New instruments for the career development of researchers should be
introduced and implemented, thus contributing to the improvement
of career prospects for researchers in Europe.

Enhanced and more visible career prospects also contribute to the
building of a positive public attitude towards the researchers’ pro-
fession, and thereby encourage more young people to embark on
careers in research.

The ultimate political goal of this Recommendation is to contribute to
the development of an attractive, open and sustainable European
labour market for researchers, where the framework conditions allow
for recruiting and retaining high quality researchers in environments
conducive to effective performance and productivity.

Member States should endeavour to offer researchers sustainable
career development systems at all career stages, regardless of their
contractual situation and of the chosen R&D career path, and they

COM (2003) 226 final and SEC(2003) 489 of 30.4.2003.
SEC (2005) 260.



should endeavour to ensure that researchers are treated as profes-
sionals and as an integral part of the institutions in which they work.

(10) Even though Member States have made considerable efforts to over-

(12)

come administrative and legal obstacles to geographical and inter-
sectoral mobility, many of these obstacles still remain.

All forms of mobility should be encouraged as part of a comprehen-
sive human resource policy in R&D at national, regional and institu-
tional level.

(12) The value of all forms of mobility needs to be fully recognised in the

(13)

career appraisal and career advancement systems for researchers,
thus guaranteeing that such an experience is conducive to their pro-
fessional development.

The development of a consistent career and mobility policy for
researchers to * and from the European Union should be considered
with regard to the situation in developing countries and regions within
and outside Europe, so that building research capacities within the
European Union does not occur at the expense of less developed
countries or regions.

(14) Funders or employers of researchers in their role as recruiters should

be responsible for providing researchers with open, transparent and
internationally comparable selection and recruitment procedures.

(15) Society should appreciate more fully the responsibilities and the pro-

5

fessionalism that researchers demonstrate in executing their work at
different stages of their careers and in their multi-faceted role as
knowledge workers, leaders, project coordinators, managers, super-
visors, mentors, career advisors or science communicators.

COM(2004) 178 final of 16.3.2004.
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(16) This Recommendation takes as its premise that employers or funders

of researchers have an overriding obligation to ensure that they meet
respective national, regional or sectoral legislation requirements.

(17) This Recommendation provides Member States, employers, funders

and researchers with a valuable instrument to undertake, on a vo-
luntary basis, further initiatives for the improvement and consolidation
of researchers’ career prospects in the European Union and for the
creation of an open labour market for researchers.

(18) The general principles and requirements outlined in this Recommen-

dation are the fruits of a public consultation process to which the
members of the Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility
have been fully associated,

Hereby recommends:

1.

That Member States endeavour to undertake the necessary steps to
ensure that employers or funders of researchers develop and main-
tain a supportive research environment and working culture, where
individuals and research groups are valued, encouraged and sup-
ported, and provided with the necessary material and intangible sup-
port to enable them to fulfil their objectives and tasks. Within this
context, particular priority should be given to the organisation of
working and training conditions in the early stage of the researchers’
careers, as it contributes to the future choices and attractiveness of
a career in R&D.

That Member States endeavour to take, wherever necessary, the cru-
cial steps to ensure that employers or funders of researchers improve
the recruitment methods and career evaluation/appraisal systems in
order to create a more transparent, open, equal and internationally
accepted system of recruitment and career development as a pre-
requisite for a genuine European labour market for researchers.



That Member States - as they formulate and adopt their strategies
and systems for developing sustainable careers for researchers - take
duly into account and are guided by the general principles and
requirements, referred to as The European Charter for Researchers
and the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers outlined
in the Annex.

That Member States endeavour to transpose these general principles
and requirements within their area of responsibility into national re-
gulatory frameworks or sectoral and/or institutional standards and
guidelines (charters and/or codes for researchers). In so doing they
should take into account the great diversity of the laws, regulations
and practices which, in different countries and in different sectors,
determine the path, organisation and working conditions of a career
in R&D.

That Member States consider such general principles and require-
ments as an integral part of institutional quality assurance mecha-
nisms by regarding them as a means for establishing funding criteria
for national/regional funding schemes, as well as adopting them for
the auditing, monitoring and evaluation processes of public bodies.

That Member States continue their efforts to overcome the persisting
legal and administrative obstacles to mobility, including those related
to intersectoral mobility and mobility between and within different
functions, taking into account an enlarged European Union.

That Member States endeavour to ensure that researchers enjoy ade-
quate social security coverage according to their legal status. Within
this context, particular attention should be paid to the portability of
pension rights, either statutory or supplementary, for researchers
moving within the public and private sectors in the same country and
also for those moving across borders within the European Union.
Such regimes should guarantee that researchers who, in the course
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10.

11.

12.

13.

of their lives, change jobs or interrupt their careers do not unduly suf-
fer a loss of social security rights.

That Member States put in place the necessary monitoring structures
to review this Recommendation regularly, as well as to measure the
extent to which employers, funders and researchers have applied the
European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct for the
Recruitment of Researchers.

That the criteria for measuring this will be established and agreed
with the Member States within the context of the work undertaken by
the Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility.

That Member States in their role as representatives in the interna-
tional organisations established at intergovernmental level take due
account of this Recommendation when proposing strategies and tak-
ing decisions concerning the activities of those organisations.

This Recommendation is addressed to the Member States but it is
alsointended as an instrument to encourage social dialogue, as well
as dialogue among researchers, stakeholders and society at large.

The Member States are invited to inform the Commission, as far as
possible, by 15th December 2005 and annually thereafter of any
measures they have taken further to this Recommendation, and to
inform it of the first results of its application as well as to provide
examples of good practice.

This Recommendation will be reviewed periodically by the Commis-
sion in the context of the Open Method of Coordination.

Done at Brussels, 11 March 2005

For the Commission
Janez Potocnik
Member of the Commission



ANNEX

Section 1
The European Charter for Researchers

The European Charter for Researchers is a set of general principles and
requirements which specifies the roles, responsibilities and entitlements
of researchers as well as of employers and/or funders of researchers °.
The aim of the Charter is to ensure that the nature of the relationship
between researchers and employers or funders is conducive to successful
performance in generating, transferring, sharing and disseminating
knowledge and technological development, and to the career develop-
ment of researchers. The Charter also recognizes the value of all forms of
mobility as a means for enhancing the professional development of
researchers.

In this sense, the Charter constitutes a framework for researchers, employers
and funders which invites them to act responsibly and as professionals
within their working environment, and to recognise each other as such.

The Charter addresses all researchers in the European Union at all stages
of their career and covers all fields of research in the public and private
sectors, irrespective of the nature of the appointment or employment?, the
legal status of their employer or the type of organisation or establishment
in which the work is carried out. It takes into account the multiple roles of
researchers, who are appointed not only to conduct research and/or to
carry out development activities but are also involved in supervision, men-
toring, management or administrative tasks.

©  See definition in Section 3.

7 See definition in Section 3.

43



This Charter takes as its premise that researchers as well as employers
and/or funders of researchers have an overriding obligation to ensure that
they meet the requirements of the respective national or regional legisla-
tion. Where researchers enjoy a status and rights which are, in certain
respects, more favourable than those provided for in this Charter, its terms
should not be invoked to diminish the status and rights already acquired.

Researchers, as well as employers and funders, who adhere to this Char-
ter will also be respecting the fundamental rights and observe the prin-
ciples recognised by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union ®.

8

Official Journal C 364, 18.12.2000 p. 0001-0022.
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General Principles and Requirements
applicable to Researchers:

Research Freedom

Researchers should focus their research for the good of mankind and for
expanding the frontiers of scientific knowledge, while enjoying the free-
dom of thought and expression, and the freedom to identify methods by
which problems are solved, according to recognised ethical principles and
practices.

Researchers should, however, recognise the limitations to this freedom
that could arise as a result of particular research circumstances (including
supervision/guidance/management) or operational constraints, e.g. for
budgetary orinfrastructural reasons or, especially in the industrial sector,
for reasons of intellectual property protection. Such limitations should
not, however, contravene recognised ethical principles and practices, to
which researchers have to adhere.

Ethical principles

Researchers should adhere to the recognised ethical practices and fun-
damental ethical principles appropriate to their discipline(s) as well as to
ethical standards as documented in the different national, sectoral or insti-
tutional Codes of Ethics.

Professional responsibility

Researchers should make every effort to ensure that their research is re-
levant to society and does not duplicate research previously carried out
elsewhere.
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They must avoid plagiarism of any kind and abide by the principle of intel-
lectual property and joint data ownership in the case of research carried
out in collaboration with a supervisor(s) and/or other researchers. The
need to validate new observations by showing that experiments are repro-
ducible should not be interpreted as plagiarism, provided that the data to
be confirmed are explicitly quoted.

Researchers should ensure, if any aspect of their work is delegated, that
the person to whom it is delegated has the competence to carry it out.

Professional attitude

Researchers should be familiar with the strategic goals governing their
research environment and funding mechanisms, and should seek all ne-
cessary approvals before starting their research or accessing the resources
provided.

They should inform their employers, funders or supervisor when their
research project is delayed, redefined or completed, or give notice if it is
to be terminated earlier or suspended for whatever reason.

Contractual and legal obligations

Researchers at all levels must be familiar with the national, sectoral or
institutional regulations governing training and/or working conditions.
This includes Intellectual Property Rights regulations, and the require-
ments and conditions of any sponsor or funders, independently of the
nature of their contract. Researchers should adhere to such regulations by
delivering the required results (e.g. thesis, publications, patents, reports,
new products development, etc) as set out in the terms and conditions of
the contract or equivalent document.



Accountability

Researchers need to be aware that they are accountable towards their
employers, funders or other related public or private bodies as well as, on
more ethical grounds, towards society as a whole. In particular,
researchers funded by public funds are also accountable for the efficient
use of taxpayers’ money. Consequently, they should adhere to the prin-
ciples of sound, transparent and efficient financial management and co-
operate with any authorised audits of their research, whether undertaken
by their employers/funders or by ethics committees.

Methods of collection and analysis, the outputs and, where applicable,
details of the data should be open to internal and external scrutiny, when-
ever necessary and as requested by the appropriate authorities.

Good practice in research

Researchers should at all times adopt safe working practices, in line with
national legislation, including taking the necessary precautions for health
and safety and for recovery from information technology disasters, e.g. by
preparing proper back-up strategies. They should also be familiar with the
current national legal requirements regarding data protection and confi-
dentiality protection requirements, and undertake the necessary steps to
fulfil them at all times.

Dissemination, exploitation of results

All researchers should ensure, in compliance with their contractual
arrangements, that the results of their research are disseminated and
exploited, e.g. communicated, transferred into other research settings or,
if appropriate, commercialised. Senior researchers, in particular, are
expected to take a lead in ensuring that research is fruitful and that results
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are either exploited commercially or made accessible to the public (or
both) whenever the opportunity arises.

Public engagement

Researchers should ensure that their research activities are made known
to society at large in such a way that they can be understood by non-spe-
cialists, thereby improving the public’s understanding of science. Direct
engagement with the public will help researchers to better understand
public interest in priorities for science and technology and also the pub-
lic’s concerns.

Relation with supervisors

Researchers in their training phase should establish a structured and re-
gular relationship with their supervisor(s) and faculty/departmental rep-
resentative(s) so as to take full advantage of their relationship with them.

This includes keeping records of all work progress and research findings,
obtaining feedback by means of reports and seminars, applying such feed-
back and working in accordance with agreed schedules, milestones, deliv-
erables and/or research outputs.

Supervision and managerial duties

Senior researchers should devote particular attention to their multi-faceted
role as supervisors, mentors, career advisors, leaders, project coordina-
tors, managers or science communicators. They should perform these
tasks to the highest professional standards. With regard to their role as
supervisors or mentors of researchers, senior researchers should build up
a constructive and positive relationship with the early-stage researchers,
in order to set the conditions for efficient transfer of knowledge and for the
further successful development of the researchers’ careers.



Continuing Professional Development

Researchers at all career stages should seek to continually improve them-
selves by regularly updating and expanding their skills and competencies.
This may be achieved by a variety of means including, but not restricted to,
formal training, workshops, conferences and e-learning.




50

General Principles and Requirements applicable to Employers and
Funders:

Recognition of the profession

All researchers engaged in a research career should be recognised as pro-
fessionals and be treated accordingly. This should commence at the begin-
ning of their careers, namely at postgraduate level, and should include all
levels, regardless of their classification at national level (e.g. employee,
postgraduate student, doctoral candidate, postdoctoral fellow, civil ser-
vants).

Non-discrimination

Employers and/or funders of researchers will not discriminate against
researchers in any way on the basis of gender, age, ethnic, national or
social origin, religion or belief, sexual orientation, language, disability,
political opinion, social or economic condition.

Research environment

Employers and/or funders of researchers should ensure that the most
stimulating research or research training environment is created which
offers appropriate equipment, facilities and opportunities, including for
remote collaboration over research networks, and that the national or sec-
toral regulations concerning health and safety in research are observed.
Funders should ensure that adequate resources are provided in support of
the agreed work programme.




Working conditions

Employers and/or funders should ensure that the working conditions for
researchers, including for disabled researchers, provide where appropri-
ate the flexibility deemed essential for successful research performance in
accordance with existing national legislation and with national or sectoral
collective-bargaining agreements. They should aim to provide working
conditions which allow both women and men researchers to combine fam-
ily and work, children and career °. Particular attention should be paid,
inter alia, to flexible working hours, part-time working, tele-working and
sabbatical leave, as well as to the necessary financial and administrative
provisions governing such arrangements.

Stability and permanence of employment

Employers and/or funders should ensure that the performance of
researchers is not undermined by instability of employment contracts, and
should therefore commit themselves as far as possible to improving the
stability of employment conditions for researchers, thus implementing
and abiding by the principles and terms laid down in the EU Directive on
Fixed-Term Work ™.

°  See SEC (2005) 260, Women and Science: Excellence and Innovation — Gender Equality in
Science.

© Which aims to prevent fixed-term employees from being treated less favourably than similar

permanent employees, to prevent abuse arising from the use of successive fixed-term con-
tracts, to improve access to training for fixed-term employees and to ensure that fixed-term
employees are informed about available permanent jobs. Council Directive 1999/70/EC con-
cerning the “Framework Agreement on fixed-term work” concluded by ETUC, UNICE and CEEP,
adopted on 28 June 1999.
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Funding and salaries

Employers and/or funders of researchers should ensure that researchers
enjoy fair and attractive conditions of funding and/or salaries with ade-
quate and equitable social security provisions (including sickness and
parental benefits, pension rights and unemployment benefits) in accor-
dance with existing national legislation and with national or sectoral col-
lective bargaining agreements. This must include researchers at all career
stages including early-stage researchers, commensurate with their legal
status, performance and level of qualifications and/or responsibilities.

Gender balance *

Employers and/or funders should aim for a representative gender balance
at all levels of staff, including at supervisory and managerial level. This
should be achieved on the basis of an equal opportunity policy at recruit-
ment and at the subsequent career stages without, however, taking prece-
dence over quality and competence criteria. To ensure equal treatment,
selection and evaluation committees should have an adequate gender
balance.

Career development

Employers and/or funders of researchers should draw up, preferably within
the framework of their human resources management, a specific career
development strategy for researchers at all stages of their career, regard-
less of their contractual situation, including for researchers on fixed-term
contracts. It should include the availability of mentors involved in provi-
ding support and guidance for the personal and professional development
of researchers, thus motivating them and contributing to reducing any

11

See SEC (2005) 260, Women and Science: Excellence and Innovation — Gender Equality in
Science.



insecurity in their professional future. All researchers should be made
familiar with such provisions and arrangements.

Value of mobility

Employers and/or funders must recognise the value of geographical, inter-
sectoral, inter- and trans-disciplinary and virtual > mobility as well as mobi-
lity between the public and private sector as an important means of
enhancing scientific knowledge and professional development at any stage
of a researcher’s career. Consequently, they should build such options into
the specific career development strategy and fully value and acknowledge
any mobility experience within their career progression/appraisal system.

This also requires that the necessary administrative instruments be putin
place to allow the portability of both grants and social security provisions,
in accordance with national legislation.

Access to research training and continuous development

Employers and/or funders should ensure that all researchers at any stage
of their career, regardless of their contractual situation, are given the
opportunity for professional development and for improving their employ-
ability through access to measures for the continuing development of skills
and competencies.

Such measures should be regularly assessed for their accessibility, take-
up and effectiveness in improving competencies, skills and employability.

12

i.e. remote collaboration over electronic networks.
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Access to career advice

Employers and/or funders should ensure that career advice and job place-
ment assistance, either in the institutions concerned, or through collabo-
ration with other structures, is offered to researchers at all stages of their
careers, regardless of their contractual situation.

Intellectual Property Rights

Employers and/or funders should ensure that researchers at all career
stages reap the benefits of the exploitation (if any) of their R&D results
through legal protection and, in particular, through appropriate protec-
tion of Intellectual Property Rights, including copyrights.

Policies and practices should specify what rights belong to researchers
and/or, where applicable, to their employers or other parties, including
external commercial or industrial organisations, as possibly provided for
under specific collaboration agreements or other types of agreement.

Co-authorship

Co-authorship should be viewed positively by institutions when evaluating
staff, as evidence of a constructive approach to the conduct of research.
Employers and/or funders should therefore develop strategies, practices
and procedures to provide researchers, including those at the beginning
of their research careers, with the necessary framework conditions so that
they can enjoy the right to be recognised and listed and/or quoted, in the
context of their actual contributions, as co-authors of papers, patents, etc,
or to publish their own research results independently from their supervi-
sor(s).



Supervision

Employers and/or funders should ensure that a person is clearly identified
to whom early-stage researchers can refer for the performance of their pro-
fessional duties, and should inform the researchers accordingly.

Such arrangements should clearly define that the proposed supervisors
are sufficiently expert in supervising research, have the time, knowledge,
experience, expertise and commitment to be able to offer the research
trainee appropriate support and provide for the necessary progress and
review procedures, as well as the necessary feedback mechanisms.

Teaching

Teaching is an essential means for the structuring and dissemination of
knowledge and should therefore be considered a valuable option within
the researchers’ career paths. However, teaching responsibilities should
not be excessive and should not prevent researchers, particularly at the
beginning of their careers, from carrying out their research activities.

Employers and/or funders should ensure that teaching duties are ade-
quately remunerated and taken into account in the evaluation/appraisal
systems, and that time devoted by senior members of staff to the training
of early stage researchers should be counted as part of their teaching com-
mitment. Suitable training should be provided for teaching and coaching
activities as part of the professional development of researchers.

Evaluation/appraisal systems

Employers and/or funders should introduce for all researchers, including
senior researchers, evaluation/appraisal systems for assessing their pro-
fessional performance on a regular basis and in a transparent manner by
an independent (and, in the case of senior researchers, preferably inter-
national) committee.
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Such evaluation and appraisal procedures should take due account of
their overall research creativity and research results, e.g. publications,
patents, management of research, teaching/lecturing, supervision, men-
toring, national or international collaboration, administrative duties, pub-
lic awareness activities and mobility, and should be taken into
consideration in the context of career progression.

Complaints/appeals

Employers and/or funders of researchers should establish, in compliance
with national rules and regulations, appropriate procedures, possibly in
the form of an impartial (ombudsman-type) person to deal with com-
plaints/appeals of researchers, including those concerning conflicts
between supervisor(s) and early-stage researchers. Such procedures
should provide all research staff with confidential and informal assistance
in resolving work-related conflicts, disputes and grievances, with the aim
of promoting fair and equitable treatment within the institution and
improving the overall quality of the working environment.

Participation in decision-making bodies

Employers and/or funders of researchers should recognise it as wholly
legitimate, and indeed desirable, that researchers be represented in the
relevant information, consultation and decision-making bodies of the insti-
tutions for which they work, so as to protect and promote their individual
and collective interests as professionals and to actively contribute to the
workings of the institution =.

B In this context see also EU Directive 2002/14/EC.



Recruitment

Employers and/or funders should ensure that the entry and admission
standards for researchers, particularly at the beginning at their careers, are
clearly specified and should also facilitate access for disadvantaged
groups or for researchers returning to a research career, including teachers
(of any level) returning to a research career.

Employers and/or funders of researchers should adhere to the principles
set out in the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers when
appointing or recruiting researchers.
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Section 2
The Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers

The code of conduct for the recruitment of researchers consists of a set of
general principles and requirements that should be followed by employers
and/or funders when appointing or recruiting researchers. These prin-
ciples and requirements should ensure observance of values such as
transparency of the recruitment process and equal treatment of all appli-
cants, in particular with regard to the development of an attractive, open
and sustainable European labour market for researchers, and are com-
plementary to those outlined in the European Charter for Researchers.
Institutions and employers adhering to the Code of Conduct will openly
demonstrate their commitment to act in a responsible and respectable
way and to provide fair framework conditions to researchers, with a clear
intention to contribute to the advancement of the European Research Area.

General Principles and Requirements for the Code of Conduct

Recruitment

Employers and/or funders should establish recruitment procedures which
are open *, efficient, transparent, supportive and internationally compa-
rable, as well as tailored to the type of positions advertised.

*  All available instruments should be used, in particular international or globally accessible

web-based resources such as the pan-European Researcher's Mobility Portal:
http://europa.eu.int/eracareers.



Advertisements should give a broad description of knowledge and com-
petencies required, and should not be so specialised as to discourage
suitable applicants. Employers should include a description of the working
conditions and entitlements, including career development prospects.
Moreover, the time allowed between the advertisement of the vacancy or
the call for applications and the deadline for reply should be realistic.

Selection

Selection committees should bring together diverse expertise and compe-
tences and should have an adequate gender balance and, where appropri-
ate and feasible, include members from different sectors (public and private)
and disciplines, including from other countries and with relevant experience
to assess the candidate. Whenever possible, a wide range of selection prac-
tices should be used, such as external expert assessment and face-to-face
interviews. Members of selection panels should be adequately trained.

Transparency

Candidates should be informed, prior to the selection, about the recruitment
process and the selection criteria, the number of available positions and the
career development prospects. They should also be informed after the selec-
tion process about the strengths and weaknesses of their applications.

Judging merit

The selection process should take into consideration the whole range of
experience ® of the candidates. While focusing on their overall potential as
researchers, their creativity and level of independence should also be
considered.

> See also The European Charter for Researchers: Evaluation/Appraisal systems in Section 1 of

this document.
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This means that merit should be judged qualitatively as well as quantita-
tively, focusing on outstanding results within a diversified career path and
not only on the number of publications. Consequently, the importance of
bibliometric indices should be properly balanced within a wider range of
evaluation criteria, such as teaching, supervision, teamwork, knowledge
transfer, management of research and innovation and public awareness
activities. For candidates from an industrial background, particular attention
should be paid to any contributions to patents, development or inventions.

Variations in the chronological order of CVs

Career breaks orvariations in the chronological order of CVs should not be
penalised, but regarded as an evolution of a career, and consequently, as
a potentially valuable contribution to the professional development of
researchers towards a multidimensional career track. Candidates should
therefore be allowed to submit evidence-based CVs, reflecting a repre-
sentative array of achievements and qualifications appropriate to the post
for which application is being made.

Recognition of mobility experience

Any mobility experience, e.g. a stay in another country/region or in another
research setting (public or private) or a change from one discipline or sector
to another, whether as part of the initial research training or at a later stage
of the research career, or virtual mobility experience, should be considered
as a valuable contribution to the professional development of a researcher.

Recognition of qualifications

Employers and/or funders should provide for appropriate assessment and
evaluation of the academic and professional qualifications, including non-
formal qualifications, of all researchers, in particular within the context of



international and professional mobility. They should inform themselves
and gain a full understanding of rules, procedures and standards gover-
ning the recognition of such qualifications and, consequently, explore
existing national law, conventions and specific rules on the recognition of
these qualifications through all available channels *.

Seniority

The levels of qualifications required should be in line with the needs of the
position and not be set as a barrier to entry. Recognition and evaluation
of qualifications should focus on judging the achievements of the person
rather than his/her circumstances or the reputation of the institution where
the qualifications were gained. As professional qualifications may be
gained at an early stage of a long career, the pattern of lifelong profes-
sional development should also be recognised.

Postdoctoral appointments

Clearrules and explicit guidelines for the recruitment and appointment of
postdoctoral researchers, including the maximum duration and the objec-
tives of such appointments, should be established by the institutions
appointing postdoctoral researchers. Such guidelines should take into
account time spentin prior postdoctoral appointments at other institutions
and take into consideration that the postdoctoral status should be
transitional, with the primary purpose of providing additional professional
development opportunities for a research career in the context of long-
term career prospects.

% Lookat http://www.enic-naric.net/ to find more detailed information about the NARIC Network

(National Academic Recognition Information Centres) and the ENIC Network (European Network
of Information Centres).
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Section 3
Definitions

Researchers

For the purpose of this Recommendation the internationally recognised
Frascati definition of research 7 will be used. Consequently, researchers are
described as

“Professionals engaged in the conception or creation of new knowledge,
products, processes, methods and systems, and in the management of
the projects concerned.”

More specifically, this Recommendation relates to all persons professio-
nally engaged in R&D at any career stage *, regardless of their classification.
This includes any activities related to “basic research”, “strategic
research”, “applied research”, experimental development and “transfer of
knowledge” including innovation and advisory, supervisory and teaching
capacities, the management of knowledge and intellectual property rights,
the exploitation of research results or scientific journalism.

A distinction is made between Early-Stage Researcher and Experienced
Researchers:

¢ The term Early-Stage Researcher * refers to researchers in the first
fouryears (full-time equivalent) of their research activity, including
the period of research training.

7" In: Proposed Standard Practice for Surveys on Research and Experimental Development,
Frascati Manual, OECD, 2002.

COM (2003) 436 of 18.7. 2003: Researchers in the ERA: One profession, multiple careers.

¥ See Work Programme Structuring the European Research Area Human Resources and Mobil-
ity Marie Curie Actions, edition September 2004, page 41.



e Experienced Researchers * are defined as researchers having at
least four years of research experience (full-time equivalent) since
gaining a university diploma giving them access to doctoral studies,
in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or
researchers already in possession of a doctoral degree, regardless
of the time taken to acquire it.

Employers

In the context of this Recommendation “employers” refers to all those
public or private institutions which employ researchers on a contractual
basis or which host them under other types of contracts or arrangements,
including those without a direct financial relationship. The latter refers
particularly to institutions of higher education, faculty departments, lab-
oratories, foundations or private bodies where researchers either undergo
their research training or carry out their research activities on the basis of
funding provided by a third party.

Funders

“Funders” refers to all those bodies ** which provide funding, (including
stipends, awards, grants and fellowships) to public and private research
institutions, including institutions for higher education. In this role they
might stipulate as a key condition for providing funding that the funded
institutions should have in place and apply effective strategies, practices
and mechanisms according to the general principles and requirements
presented in this Recommendation.

Idem, page 42.

The Community will endeavour to apply the commitments laid down in this Recommendation
to the receiver of funding in the context of the Framework Programme(s) for Research, Tech-
nological Development and Demonstration Activities.
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Appointment or employment

This refers to any type of contract or stipend or to a fellowship, grant or
awards financed by a third party including funding within the context of the
Framework Programme(s) 2.

** The Framework Programme(s) for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration

Activities.
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